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SUMMARY

1. Title

Research on legal system improvements to strengthen the role of public broadcasting

2. Objective and Importance of Research

The proliferation of OTT platforms has reshaped the media landscape, weakening the
position of public broadcasting.
Amid deepening social polarization, redefining the role of public broadcasting and

improving the legal system are urgently needed to foster a healthy public sphere.

3. Contents and Scope of the Research

This study proposes the legal basis and scope of public broadcasting, examines the
introduction of an agreement system to fulfill public responsibilities, and explores ways to
improve the legal system to secure public funding.

The scope of the study includes a review of domestic laws and academic literature on
related topics, analysis of broadcasting-related case law and proposed National Assembly

amendments, and proposals for amendments to the Broadcasting Act and other related laws.

4. Research Results

Chapter 2 examines requirements such as public ownership, public governance, and public

funding to define the scope of public broadcasting. Academics primarily focus on KBS and EBS,

,iX,



but ongoing debate continues over whether to include MBC. The current Broadcasting Act
lacks a legal definition of public broadcasting and imposes uniform regulations on all terrestrial
broadcasters. However, some discriminatory provisions are in place for KBS and MBC. While
case law recognizes KBS, MBC, and EBS as public broadcasters, the definition of public
broadcasting requires a social consensus.

Chapter 3 examines the public responsibilities of public broadcasting by reviewing existing
academic literature. The current relicensing and broadcast evaluation system applies the same
standards to both public and private broadcasters, leaving the differential responsibilities of
public broadcasting unclear. To address this, the introduction of an agreement system has been
discussed, and research has been conducted to specify the public purpose and operating
principles of public broadcasting, centered on the Korea Communications Commission (now the
Korea Media and Communications Commission) and academia. The agreement system is
designed to establish horizontal cooperative governance between the government and public
broadcasting, establish common and differentiated responsibilities for KBS, MBC, and EBS,
strengthen the autonomy of public broadcasting, and enhance accountability.

Chapter 4 examines the essential need for securing financial resources for public
broadcasting to fulfill its public responsibilities, and the importance of an agreement system
and securing financial resources. This study reflects the need for interoperability. The public
broadcasting funding model is divided into public, commercial, and mixed funding sources, with
Korea adopting a mixed funding model. The study proposes a plan to secure stable funding for
public broadcasting and enhance the independence and transparency of license fee decisions
by establishing a license fee committee. The study suggests that the committee’s scope of
discussion should be expanded beyond license fees to encompass all public funding sources,
including the Broadcasting and Communications Development Fund.

Chapter 5 proposes amendments to relevant laws and regulations, including the Broadcasting
Act, based on the above research findings. First, three legal amendments are proposed to
improve the public broadcasting system. First, public broadcasting is defined by public
ownership, governance, and funding, and the operator is specified in the enforcement

ordinance. Second, public broadcasting is defined based on public responsibilities. Third, the



concept of public service broadcasting is newly established and public broadcasting is
specifically designated.

Next, to introduce an agreement system, the public purpose and operating principles of
public broadcasting should be specified in the Broadcasting Act, and the agreement conclusion,
evaluation, and feedback procedures should be specified. Finally, Regarding securing funding
for public broadcasting, the study proposes the establishment of a Public Broadcasting Finance

Committee and proposes amendments to regulations related to funding, including service fees.

5. Policy Suggestions for Practical Use

This study clarifies the legal definition and scope of public broadcasting and presents
specific legal amendment proposals for the introduction of an agreement system. This can
serve as direct evidence for revisions to the Broadcasting Act, the Broadcast Culture
Promotion Association Act, and the Korea Educational Broadcasting System Act. It provides
practical legislative data for the government and National Assembly to formulate media policies

and improve the broadcasting ecosystem.

6. Expectations

By eliminating legal and institutional uncertainties regarding the definition, public
responsibilities, evaluation system, and funding of public broadcasting, this study can promote
fundamental innovation and reestablishment of the public broadcasting system.

Through the agreement system, the study can strengthen the autonomy and accountability of
public broadcasting, restore its public nature in a changing media environment, and establish

a foundation for sustainable development.

,Xi,
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