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SUMMARY

1. Title

Improving Programming Regulations to Enhance Broadcasting Industry Competitiveness:

A study on Simulcasting and Related Reforms

2. Objective and Importance of Research

With the fundamental shifts in the media environment and viewing behaviors driven by
the rapid growth of OTT and FAST platforms, it is timely to reassess the effectiveness of
current programming regulations, which remain rooted in a past terrestrial-centric ratio
structure. Consequently, it is necessary to examine the suitability of regulatory objectives
in this changed environment and explore directions for institutional improvement to
enhance practical regulatory effects. To this end, it is essential to empirically analyze the
gap between policy goals and execution results based on broadcasters’ actual
programming records to establish concrete grounds for improvement. In particular,
designing realistic alternatives is urgent to resolve the dilemma faced by local private
broadcasters (regional commercial broadcasters), who struggle between reliance on relay
broadcasting (retransmission) and securing localism amidst weak revenue bases and
production conditions. Ultimately, the purpose of this study is to encourage the production
of content that reflects local characteristics and to establish a highly effective regulatory

system capable of responding to the evolving media landscape.
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3. Contents and Scope of the Research

To verify the effectiveness of current programming regulations and derive rational
improvement plans, this study first investigates the actual compliance status of
programming duties and ratio limits under the Broadcasting Act and related regulations.
Through this, long-term programming trends are analyzed, and the consistency between
the purpose of regulatory introduction and actual operational results is evaluated.
Specifically, the study deeply analyzes complex factors such as changes in the proportion
of relay programming by local private broadcasters, alongside their management
conditions and production capabilities, to diagnose the substantive effects of current caps
on relay ratios. Finally, based on these analytical results, the scope of this study includes
deriving regulatory rationalization plans that reflect the autonomy of local broadcasting
and the reality of the changed media industry, as well as designing practical policy tools

and proposing legislative amendments to revitalize in-house production.

4. Research Results

This study collected and analyzed long-term programming performance data of
broadcasters to evaluate the consistency between current programming regulatory goals
and actual implementation results. In particular, the study focused on investigating the
proportion and trends of relay programming by local private broadcasters and diagnosed
the effectiveness of relay ratio caps by linking them with complex factors such as
management conditions and production capabilities. The analysis confirmed that, amidst
the rapidly changing media environment, existing mechanical ratio-based regulations have
limitations in resolving the realistic dilemmas of local broadcasting. Accordingly, rational
regulatory improvement plans were derived to guarantee the programming autonomy of
local broadcasters and strengthen their in-house production capabilities. Furthermore,

gradual deregulation and specific legislative amendments to support this were proposed.
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This will serve as a policy direction that not only secures regulatory effectiveness but
also enhances the sustainability of the broadcasting ecosystem by expanding the supply of

content that embodies localism.

5. Policy Suggestions for Practical Use

Based on the analysis of broadcasters’ long-term programming data and management
conditions, this study proposed practical improvement plans for the current caps on relay
programming. These proposals can be utilized as a logical basis for revising the
Broadcasting Act and related notifications to reflect the changed media environment and
the stark production reality of local broadcasters. In particular, by presenting rational
regulatory alternatives that move away from mechanical ratio regulations and induce the
substantive realization of localism, this study can contribute to enhancing policy
acceptance between regulatory authorities and local broadcasters and securing the
validity of the system. Furthermore, this will serve as foundational policy data to enhance
the self-sustainability of local broadcasting and revitalize in-house production, thereby
resolving the content imbalance between central and local regions and securing the

overall soundness of the broadcasting and video industry.

6. Expectations

By presenting customized programming regulatory policies that consider the distinct
characteristics of local private broadcasters within a rapidly changing media environment,
this study is expected to create the following effects:

First, by empirically analyzing the gap between regulatory goals and actual
implementation results, it allows for the refinement of ineffective regulations and

provides grounds for rational revisions to broadcasting laws.
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Second, through flexible regulatory design that reflects the production capabilities and
financial reality of local private broadcasters, it contributes to resolving the dilemma
between management difficulties and the realization of localism.

Third, by inducing regulatory improvements linked to practical support for in-house
production rather than unconditional restrictions on relay broadcasting, it can increase the
supply of locally relevant content and enhance the viewing rights and welfare of local
viewers.

Fourth, by sharing long-accumulated programming data and analysis of regulatory
effects with academia and the industry, the findings can be utilized as basic data for

future local broadcasting policy formulation and related academic research.
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TIB 25.6% 24.7% 23.8% 23.2% 23.0% 24.1%
UBC 19.7% 19.2% 19.4% 19.1% 20.3% 19.5%
JIV 21.0% 23.2% 22.2% 16.8% 14.3% 19.5%
CJB 25.4% 27.0% 23.71% 24.9% 24.5% 25.1%
Gl 18.3% 18.8% 22.1% 25.6% 26.1% 22.2%
JIBS 14.1% 15.1% 15.7% 13.7% 18.0% 15.3%
OBS 32.3% 26.2% 32.6% 22.7% 22.2% 27.2%
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